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To  His  Excellency 

The  Right  Honorable 

Stapleton  Lord  Combermere, 
8$c.  8$c.  8$c. 

My  Lord , 

ENCOURAGED  by  your  Lordship’s  con¬ 
descending  permission,  and  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  on  me,  I 
presume  to  dedicate  the  Jollowing  imperfect 
tribute  to  the  merits  oj  Ilis  late  Majesty , 

“  of  blessed  memory to  your  Lordship,  both 
as  the  Representative  of  that  Dignified  Per¬ 
sonage,  whose  virtues  and  whose  loss  form  the 
subject  of  the  Jollowing  pages ;  and  as  the 
Patron  and  Founder  of  that  Benevolent 
Society,  for  the  sole  benefit  oj  which  1  have 
ventured  to  lay  before  the  Public  a  produc¬ 
tion  so  hastily  prepared, — probably  so  replete 
with  errors,  and  so  wholly  destitute  oj  intrin¬ 
sic  merit. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

with  the  utmost  respect. 

Your  Lordship’s  /rest  obedient 

and  most  obliged  ci  varit, 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE 


1  HE  Author  of  the  annexed  Discourse  feels 
it  his  duty  to  ac  knowledge,  that  it  is  not  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Public  eye  exactly  in  the  form  in 
which  it  was  delivered  from  the  pulpit. 

The  original,  however,  has  been  carefully 
preserved,  without  any  material  alterations. — 
Such  sentences  as  could  be  spared  without  in¬ 
terrupting  the  train  of  argument,  were  omitted 
at  the  time  of  delivery,  for  the  sake  of  brevity. 
These  have,  of  course,  been  inserted  ;  as  well 
as  others  which,  from  the  shortness  of  notice, 
and  the  multiplicity  of  business,  were  then  in 
an  unfinished  state.  Many  expressmans  and 
figures  of  speech,  better  calculated  for  the  pe¬ 
rusal  of  the  Reader,  than  those  of  a  plainer  de¬ 
scription  which  were  addressed  to  the  under¬ 
standings  of  a  mixed  congregation,  have  also 
been  substituted. 

This  explanation  will  readily  account  for 
the  various  additions. — These,  it  is  hoped,  have 
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at  least  not  detracted  from  any  merit  in  the 
original,  which  would  never  have  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  Bar  of  Puhlic  Criticism,  unless  the 
solicitations  of  friends,  enforced  by  a  charitable 
motive,  had  induced  so  adventurous  a  decision. 

Whatever  he  its  reception,  the  Author  does 
not  regret  its  publication,  as  it  will  tend  to  prove, 
what  would,  perhaps,  be  very  much  doubted  by 
many  at  Home,  namely,  that  there  does  exist,  in 
one  of  His  Majesty  ^Colonies  io  the  West  Indies, 
•sufficient  proportion  of  loyalty  to  the  Royal  Per¬ 
son,  and  of  filial  attachment  to  the  interests  of 
the  Mother  Country,  both  in  Church  and  State, 
as  to  enable  a  Sermon  (possessing  no  other  in 
trinsic  merit  than  that  of  its  being  a  tribute  of 
Loyal  affection  to  the  memory  of  a  justly- 
prized  Sovereign)  to  be  published,  by  a  Sub¬ 
scription  so  numerously  supported,  as  to  leave 
a  considerable  balance,  after  defraying  the  heavy 
expences  of  publication  abroad,  for  thejbenefit 
©f  sod*  •charitable  and  enligluenedA  Institu¬ 
tion  as  “  the  Barbados  Society  for  the  Pro¬ 
motion  or  Christian  Knowledge.” 
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SERMON. 


Ecclesiastes,  Chap.  11,  verse  8. 

et  Ij  a  man  Vive  many  years,  and  rejoice  in 
them  all,  yet  let  him  remember  the  days  of 
darkness,  for  they  shall  be  many.” 


Human  experience,  with  regard  to  the  dis¬ 
pensations  of  the  Almighty  for  accomplishing 
the  destiny  of  man,  has  been,  in  every  age  and 
clime,  uniformly  the  same.  That  all-powerful 
Being,  whose  creative  voice  pronounced,  ccLet 
us  make  man  in  our  image”  issued  also  the 
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irreversible  decree,  when  man  forfeited  his  in¬ 
nocence,  that  he  should  be  Cc  acquainted  with 
sorrow,”  and  that  the  punishment  of  his  guilt 
should  be  entailed  on  his  latest  posterity. — 
Hence  it  follows,  that  there  is  not  a  single  fact 
to  which  there  exists  stronger  or  more  univer¬ 
sal  testimony,  nor  one  which  is  more  replete 
with  religious  instruction,  than  that  no 
earthly  happiness  is  unalloj^ed  by  care  !  Some 
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drop*  of  bitterness  will  fall,  insensibly,  like  the 
dews  of  Heaven  (and  for  the  same  beneficent 
ends),  into  the  cup  of  our  happiness — com¬ 
missioned,  as  it  were,  l*  from  on  high,”  to 
check  our  immoderate  thirst  for  pleasure,  to 
humble  our  pride,  and  to  teach  us  the  utility 
of  trial  and  the  value  of  disappointment  !  Such 
is  precisely  the  case  at  this  moment!  Whilst 
attachment  to  the  race  of  our  Kings,  loyalty  to 
our  Constitution,  and  gratitude  to  Heaven,  bid 
us  to  hail,  with  heart-felt  acclamations,  the 
accession  of  our  present  Sovereign,  love  and 
veneration  for  the  virtues  of  our  hist,  bid  us  to 
pause  in  the  midst  of  our  rejoicing  ;  and,  in 
the  solemn  stillness  of  these  religious  hours,  so 
affectingly  calculated  to  rouse  the  finest  feeling* 
of  the  human  heart,  to  pay  a  mournful  tribute 
to  his  sacred  memory  ! 

If,  on  such  an  occasion,  I  should  trespass  on 
your  time  somewhat  longer  than  usual — if  I 
should  depart  in  some  measure  from  the  gene- 
t  ra!  tenor  of  a  Sabbath  discourse,  by  introduc¬ 
ing  som e  political  observations  necessarily  con¬ 
nected  with  my  subject — I  trust  that  I  shall  be 
excused,  and  not  the  less  readily  listened  to. 

The  political  changes  and  public  occurrences 
of  Kingdoms,  are  all  of  them  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  direction  of  the  Most  High,  for  the  best 
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am!  wisest  ultimate  purpose?,  however  concealed 
they  may  be  at  present  from  the  understand¬ 
ings  of  men.  They  are  all  of  them,  moreover, 
closely  interwoven  with  the  true  interests  of 
Religion  ;  for  every  page  of  History,  whether 
sacred  or  projiane,  which  has  been  written 
since  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  present 
moment,  is  one  continued  and  loudly-speaking 
record  of  God’s  superintending  Providence  over 
the  happiness  of  his  creatures. — 01  the  truth  of 
this  assertion,  the  Bible,  the  most  compen¬ 
dious  and  most  authentic  of  all  Histories, 
affords  repeated  and  unquestionable  proofs  ; 
whilst  modern  experience  re-echoes  the  fact, 
and  proclaims  to  mankind  the  unalterable  fiat 
of  Heaven,  that  in  every  Nation,  be  its  consti¬ 
tution  what  it  may,  the  happiness  of  its  people, 
and  the  protecting  vigilance  of  the  Almighty 
over  the  welfare  of  its  civil  polity,  depend  *n 
the  respect  which  is  paid,  and  the  weight,  autho¬ 
rity,  and  support,  which  are  given  to  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  Religion.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  con¬ 
ceive,  unbecoming  either  the  sanctity  of  the 
pulpit,  or  the  solemnity  of  a  Sabbath,  to  make 
a  Nation’s  loss  the  subject  of  religious  medi¬ 
tation,  and  from  it  tq  deduce  some  practical 
inferences  productive  of  useful  information  to 
ourselves. — If  true  loyalty,  if  devoted  patriot- 
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ism  and  unaffected  gratitude  in  subjects,  be  (as 
from  scriptural  authority  we  have  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  they  are)  objects  of  Almighty  God  s  ap¬ 
probation,  He,  surely,  cannot  but  look  down 
with  an  eye  of  satisfaction  on  a  service  with 
which  the  heart  of  every  good’Christian,  and 
good  subject,  must  beat  in  responsive  unison — 
on  a  service  which,  whilst  it  pays  a  just,  though 
imperfect,  tribute  to  the  merits  and  memory  of 
one  of  His  chosen  and  faithful  Vicegerents 
upon  Earth,  tends  at  the  same  time  to  manifest 
his  bounteous  goodness  to  Us  his  favoured 
people ;  to  advance  the  interests  of  His  Gospel, 
and  the  glory  of  His  holy  name. 

To  enter  into  a  detail  of  more  than  a  few  of 
the  political  incidents  of  the  long:  and  eventful 
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Reign,  of  which  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
lament  the  close,  would  be  inconsistent  both 
with  the  limits  and  the  character  of  a  Sabbath 
discourse  :  such  discussions  belong  rather  to  the 
province  of  the  Statesman,  than  to  that  of  the 
Minister  of  Religion.  I  shall  therefore  confine 
myself  to  one  remark,  upon  which  I  propose  to 
build  some  arguments  in  the  sequel. 

Constituted  as  the  British  Empire  is,  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  which  it  can  receive  at  the 
hands  of  Providence,  is  the  embellishment  of 
the  character  of  its  Sovereign,  with  those  prh 
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vale  virtues  which,  whilst  they  grace  and  dig¬ 
nify  domestic  life,  are  at  the  same  time  the 
surest  earnest  of  ihe  Nation’s  happiness. 

On  tins  point,  I  believe,  1  shall  be  borne  out 
in  the  assertion,  that,  during  the  late  reign. 
Our  Country  has  been  singularly  favoured: 
for,  it  we  descend  into  a  minute  investigation  of 
our  late  Sovereign’s  private  character — if  we 
follow  him  from  the  Throne  of  his  Kingdom 
into  the  midst  of  Ids  family  circle,  we  shall 
find  him  no  less  exemplary  for  Ins  virtues 
as  a  man,  than  for  his  qualifications  as  a  King. 
We  sh.di  find  his  character  as  perfect  a  model 
as  the  frailty  of  human  nature  can  present,  for 
the  imitation  of  every  husband  and  of  every 
father.  By  him,  an  example  of  conjugal  ten¬ 
derness,  and  of  parental  affection,  has  been 
held  up  to  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all 
ranks  o\  his  subjects.  Amongst  other  good 
qualities  which  pre-eminently  adorned  his  cha¬ 
racter,  were  domestic  piety — regular  attendance 
cn,  and  the  most  reverential  attention  to,  the 
public  services  of  religion:  and  when  weconsi- 
der  the  close  connexion  which  exists  between 
public  and  private  virtue — when  we  consider 
how  much  of  a  Nation’s  happiness  depends  on 
the  private  character  of  its  Sovereign,  we  can¬ 
not  wonder  at  our  Country  having  been,  dur- 


ing  the  greater  part  of  the  late  Reign,  so  singu¬ 
larly  favoured  by  Heaven  we  cannot  wonder 
at  its  having  been  almost  miraculously  blest 
blest  under  his  auspices  both  at  home  and 
abroad— blest  in  its  commerce,  in  its  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  in  its  rapid  advances  towards  science 
— blest  in  its  political  weight  in  the  scale  of 
Nations,  and  in  the  unparalleled  success  at¬ 
tending  its  arms  in  every  struggle  in  which  it 
has  boldly,  and  almost  singly,  maintained  the 
sacred  cause  of  liberty,  of  justice,  and  of  huma¬ 
nity  ’  Above  all  other  instances  of  the  Divine 
favour  which  have  stamped  the  recollection  of 
our  departed  Sovereign  in  indelible  characters 
on  the  heart  of  every  sincere  Christian,  is,  that 
it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  make  him  materially 
instrumental  to  the  promulgation  of  our  most 
holy  Religion  among  the  remotest  nations  of 
the  globe. — It  has  been  under  his  pious  auspices 
also,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  the  Bible 
has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  thousands,  even 
of  his  own  subjects,  who  were  strangers  before 
to  its  truths  and  to  its  consolations  ;  and  who, 
though  living  in  a  land  of  Christianity,  and 
surrounded  by  the  blaze  of  Revelation,  were 
as  “  a  people  who  sat  in  darkness  and  in  the 
shadow  of  death  1”  It  is,  besides,  a  well  au¬ 
thenticated  fact,  that  before  it  pleased  the 
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Almighty,  in  mysterious  wisdom,  to  throw  u 
gloom  over  his  intellects,  and  to  deprive  Ins 
people  of  the  advantages  of  those  faculties  which 
had  ever  been  employed  for  the  good  of  man 
and  for  the  glorv  of  God,  he  was  himself  an 
active  agent  in  promoting  the  interest*  of 
religion,  bv  distributing,  with  his  own  hands, 
among  the  lower  classes  of  his  subjects,  in 
a  circle  extending  far  beyond  Ins  imme¬ 
diate  neighbourhood,  Bibles,  Prayer  Books, 
and  Religious  Tracts,  to  the  purchase  of 
which  he  annually  devoted  a  portion  of  his 
private  income:  and  he  lias  often  been  heard  to 
exclaim,  with  an  earnestness  and  a  fervency 
which  bespoke  the  sentiment  to  proceed  from 
his  heart,  and  to  press  heavily  upon  his  reflec¬ 
tions,  i(  Would  to  God  that  every  one  of  my 
subjects  was  but  possessed  of  and  could  read  his 
Bible!” — a  sentiment  worthy  of  being  record¬ 
ed  in  letters  of  the  purest  gold,  in  the  archives 
of  every  Kingdom,  as  an  example  to  future 
Sovereigns — as  a  lesson  to  teach  them  that  the 
Kincr.  who  makes  the  Salvation  of  his  sub- 

o  * 

iects  the  first  object  of  his  concern,  is  a  faith¬ 
ful  servant  to  His  master,  the  King  of  Kings, 
is  looked  down  upon  from  Heaven  with  an 
approving  eye,  lives  in  the  very  centre  of  his 
subjects’ hearts,  and  is  an  invaluable  blessing 


to  the  Kingdom  which  owns  his.  paternal 
sway. 

Under  snch  auspices — under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  Sovereign  to  lyty^m  his  subjects  were 
ns  his  children,  who,  whilst  he  consulted  their 
temporal  welfare,  took  such  «  parental  concern 
in  their  spiritual  interests,  ns  to  prepare  them 
to  be  the  subjects  of  a  higher  King,  in  a  better 
world — under  such  Heaven-directed  auspices, 
can  it,  my  brethren,  be  a  subject  of  surprise, 
that  tc  the  light  of  God's,  countenance”  should 
have  been  so  resplendent!}7  reflected  upon  the 
face  of  our  Country,  as  during  the  late  memo¬ 
rable  Reign?  Can  it  be  a  subject  of  surprise, 
that  the  irresistible  influence  of  that  Bible 
should  have  recently  kept  alive  (as  it  most  as¬ 
suredly  has  done)  the#sacred  flame  of  Loyalty 
upon  the  altars  of  Religion  r — that  it  should 
have  done  so  even  at  that  fearful  crisis  when 
our  Constitution  and  our  Faith  seemed  to 
be  in  the  most  imminent  danger? — when 
all  the  horrors  of  a  sanguinary  Revolution 
were  nearly  let  loose  upon  us,  and  when 
the  impending  thunder-cloud  of  popular  sec? r- 
tvm  threatened  to  burst  with  destructive  fury 
over  our  devoted  heads,  and  made  even  the 
stoutest-hearted  amongst  us  to  tremble  with 
apprehensive  fear  for  his  Faith,  his  Country) 


$r,d  his  Home  ? — when  Atheism  stalked  about, 
proclaiming  with  fiend-like  audacity  her  poi¬ 
sonous  tenets  and  her  rebellious  doctrines,  set¬ 
ting  up  Baal  against  dur  God,  representing 
the  holy  Volume  of  the  Christian’s  Faith  as  the 
offspring  of  designing  Priestcraft  and  insidious 
State-policy; — branding  it  with  the  foulest  dis¬ 
credit  as  a  compilation  of  fraud  and  falsehood  ; 
sacrilegiously  polluting  its  most  hallowed  sub¬ 
jects  by  blasphemous  parodies  and  heretical 
constructions  ; — and  defining  the  rude  dictates 
of  unshackled  Nature  to  be  the  only  true 
Religion  of  Man?  *  Can  it  be  a  subject  of 
surprise,  that  at  such  an  eventful  moment, 
pregnant  with  the  fates  of  unborn  millions,  the 
opposing  influence  of  that  Bible,  so  widely  and 
so  carefully  disseminated  under  the  Royal  pa¬ 
tronage,  should  have  stemmed  the  torrent  of 
irreligion  and  the  disloyalty  of  thousands,  and 
should  have  remained  firm  and  unshaken  upon 
its  solid  basis,  “  the  Rock  of  Ages  ?’*  No  !—  it 
can  be  nc>  subject  of  surprise  ! — it  was  the  na- 


*  In  allusion  to  the  blasphemous  publications  of  Hone 
and  Cariile,  and  the  revival  of  the  Atheistieal  and  Re¬ 
publican  Doctrines  of  the  notorious  Thomas  Paine,  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  political  disturbances. — To  which  may  be 
added,  among  his  other  productions  of  similar  cast, 
“  Cobbett’s  Letters  from  the  United  States.” 
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tural  effect  oF  religious  impressions  inst  iled 
into  the  minds  of  a  very  great  portion  of  his 
subjects,  by  a  Sovereign’s  pious  care  and  in¬ 
defatigable  zeal  it  was  the  handy  work  of 
God  himself; — it  was  the  cause  of  His  Reli¬ 
gion — “  His  word  could  not  pass  away  — He 
fought  upon  our  side! 

This  happy  result  to  our  Country  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  ascribe,  in  a  very  great  measure,  to 
the  progress  of  Religion  and  Morality  among 
all  orders  of  men  throughout  the  British  Em¬ 
pire,  under  the  active  patronage  of  our  benevo¬ 
lent  Sovereign,  and  of  the  several  branches  of 
the  Royal  Family  who  followed  his  illustrious 
example — affording  to  the  world  a  glorious 
proof,  that  the  only  claim  which  a  Nation  can 
have  on  Heaven  for  signal  preservation  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  is  a  Nation’s  Piety  ; — is  its 
steadfast  reliance  on  Divine  protection,  ancl  its 
faithful  attachment  to  the  interests  of  Religion. 

Perhaps  no  Sovereign  ever  ascended  a 
Throne  under  more  happy  or  more  glorious 
auspices,  hike  Solomon,  he  succeeded  to  the 
Government  of,  at  that  time,  the  most  power¬ 
ful  Kingdom  in  the  civilized  world. — No  fac¬ 
tion  of  threatening  aspect  to  disturb  its  peace 
at  home  * — feared  by  its  enemies  abroad — 

*  It  is  well  known,  that  about  the  time  that  his  late 
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respected  by  its  Allies — courted,  envied,  and 
admired,  by  every  other  Nation — and  reposing 
under  the  shade  of  its  own  hard-earned  lau¬ 
rels,  in  peace  with  the  whole  world — its  Ar¬ 
mies  and  its  Navies  flushed  with  recent  victo¬ 
ries— its  power  augmenting  every  day  by  dis¬ 
tant  Colonization — and  the  riches  of  the  most 
distant  Countries  wafted  daily  to  its  shores — it 
was  then  that  England  stood  triumphant  on 


Majesty  ascended  the  Throne,  much  political  dissension 
raged  throughout  the  Kingdom.  The  violent  measures 
which  marked  the  Middlesex  Election — the  irritating 
tendency  of  the  Letters  of  Junius— the  alarming  height 
at  which  the  Whig  and  Tory  faction  had  arrived— and 
the  revolt  of  the  American  Colonies — are  amongst  the 
principal  occurrences  which  distuibid  the  tranquillity  of 
the  Kingdom,  during  the  early  part  of  the  late  reign  ; 
but,  to  the  credit  of  England  be  ii  spoken,  that,  amidst 
all  the  turbulence  of  the  times  (in  which  an  infuriated 
rabble  occasionally  lost  sight  cf  the  respect  due  to  Roy¬ 
alty),  she  preserved,  nevertheless,  her  attachment  to  the 
Established  Religion  ;  nor  does  the  frequency  of  the 
Parliamentary  Debates  on  the  “  Catholic  Question’’  (if 
we  consider  what  has  been  their  result),  offer  any  solid 
argument  in  contradiction  to  this  assertion.  These 
fmmi  interruptions  to  peace  and  good  order,  as  they  did 
not  threaten  the  actual  subversion  cf  our  Faith  and  Consti¬ 
tution,  cannot  justly  be  considered  to  bear  any  compari¬ 
son  with  the  Atheistical  tendency  of  the  late  Revolu¬ 
tionary  proceedings  ! 
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the  pinnacle  of  her  greatness  !  Then  was  the 
commencement  ot  those  Halcyon  days,  in 
wu«*h  no  doubt  He,  and  every  good  Sovereign 
who  teels  most  happy  when  he  sees  his  people 
happy,  rejoiced  and  was  glad.  No  Monarch 
stands  upon  historical  record,  who,  during  a 
reign  of  more  than  5Q  years — a  reign  of  un¬ 
precedented  length  in  modern  times — has  ex¬ 
perienced,  like  him,  so  large  a  portion  of 
almost  uninterrupted  prosperity;  nor  did  that 
prosperity,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  ever  cause 
him  to  forget  God — nor  riches,  nor  power,  nor 
Empire,  could  tempt  him  to  forget  his  own 
allegiance  to  a  higher  King,  or  the  first  duties 
which  he  owed  to  the  meanest  of  his  subjects. 
Sensible  of  his  power  and  influence,  he  exert¬ 
ed  them  for  the  noblest  purpose — the  Salva¬ 
tion  of  his  subjects!  Convinced  that  no 
Throne  was  secure  when  resting  only  on  the 
basis  of  human  might,  he  strengthened  his 
with  the  pillars  of  Religion  !- — He  set  an  unde¬ 
nting  example  of  private,  of  domestic,  and  of 
public  Piety, — and  be  laboured  incessantly  to 
promote  the  same  useful  habits,  especially 
among  the  lower  orders — well  aware  that  in¬ 
dustry  and  employment  were  the  great  preser¬ 
vatives  from  sin,  and  the  secret  main-springs 
of  a  Nation's  internal  peace,  he  became  the  Pa- 


tron  and  Encourager  of  every,  even  the  most 
trifling  discovery  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences — 
whilst  it  is  affirmed  that  scarcely  a  Charitable 
Institution  in  the  Kingdom,  within  the  sphere 
of  his  knowledge,  was  unendowed  by  his  muni¬ 
ficence,  or  by  that  of  some  branch  of  his 
august  Family. 

The  Sovereign,  then,  to  whose  sacred  me¬ 
mory  a  grateful  Nation  is  now  paying  the  last 
tribute  in  its  power,  was  one  who  was  justly 
entitled  to  the  dignified  appellations  of  the 
“  Defender  of  his  Faith,”  and  “  the  Father  of 
“  his  People.” — But,  leaving  the  consideration 
of  his  public  and  private  character,  of  which 
enough  has  been  said  to  induce  a  melancholy 
conviction  of  the  value  of  that  loss  which  we 
have  sustained — let  us  turn  our  attention  to  his 
DoxMEstic  Afflictions, — It  is  on  this  point 
that  I  am  now  desirous  to  fix  your  attention — 
it  is  on  this  point  that  my  text  bears  most 
forcibly, — is  chiefly  calculated  to  excite  reli¬ 
gious  meditation,  and  to  teach  us  some  of  the 
most  useful  lessons  of  Christian  duty. — 

u  If  a  man  live  many  years,  and  rejoice  in 
them  all,  yet  let  him  remember  the  days  of 
darkness,  for  they  shall  be  many  !” 

Vicissitudes  in  human  affairs  are  common  to 
us  all.^His  days  of  Glory  have  indeed  been 
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many  ; — he  has  rejoiced  in  many  ; — but  many 
have  been  his  days  of  darkness  and  affliction 
also! — the  evil  moment  of  his  destiny  rapidly 
approached — the  Sun  of  his  Glory  at  length 
passed  its  meridian,  and  brought  on  apace  the 
hours  of  darkness  and  of  sorrow.  Hitherto  he 
had  been  surrounded  by  a  numerous  offspring — - 
but  now  i6  the  Angel  of  Death  came  up  into  his 
windows,  and  entered  into  his  Palaces!” — He 
first  lost  a  favourite  child  ! — -Public  calamities 
and  private  distresses  of  another  description 
followed  very  soon  after,— ^and  for  many  tedious 
years  he  was  an  utter  stranger  to  that  peace  of 
mind  which  he  had  so  long  and  so  exquisitely 
enjoyed  ; — -at  length  the  measure  of  his  trials 
was  filled  up  to  the  brim !  It  pleased  tlr£ 
Almighty,  in  his  mysterious  wisdom,  to  visit 
him  with  that  severest  of  all  human  afflictions, 
the  loss  of  Reason  !t — To  this  was  added,  about 
the  same  time,  a  second  calamity,  which  could 
only  be  exceeded  by  the  first — the  loss  of  sight. 
Tins  was  the  consummation  of  his  woes  !  Here 
the  Almighty  interposed  in  mercy  to  his  ser¬ 
vant,  and  stayed  the  uplifted  hand  of  the  An¬ 
gel  of  Affliction  with  the  all-gracious  sentence, 
61  It  is  enough  !” 

My  brethren,  let  us  not  presumptuously 
conclude,  that  these  awful  visitations  were,  ne- 
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cessarily,  proofs  of  Divine  displeasure!  Per¬ 
haps  (for  surely  there  can  be  no  impiety  in  the 
conjecture)  it  was  the  Angel  of  Mercy  who 
brought  to  him  this  cup  of  extreme  bitterness. 
All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  political  events 
ot  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  know  full  well  by 
how  many  public  disasters,  both  at  home  arid 
abroad,  it  has  been  marked — the  almost  evident 
interpositions  of  an  Almighty  hand  to  humble 
a  Nation’s  pride,  and  to  give  a  check  to  its  sin¬ 
ful  courses.  Well  might  we,  then,  have  ex¬ 
claimed  with  Jeremiah,  u  The  joy  of  our 
“  heart  is  ceased,  our  dance  is  turned  into 
u  mourning;  the  crown  is  fallen  from  our  head, 
u  woe  unto  us  that  have  sinned  !* 

Does  it  not,  then,  appear  to  have  been  the 
Decree  of  Mercy,  that  his  reason  should  be 
withdrawn  from  him  at  that  very  period  when 
he  would  have  been  most  keenly  affected  at 
the  sad  reverse  in  the  fortunes  of  his  King¬ 
dom,  and  at  the  mournful  distresses  which  had 
invaded  his  once  happy  family  circle?  Q!  if, 
at  some  lucid  interval,  he  could  but  have  cast 
a  transient  glance  on  what  once  was,  but  now 
was  not : — if  he  could  have  felt  all  the  value  of 
what  he  had  lost  for  ever  in  this  world  : — if  he 
could  have  been  acutely  conscious  that  he  was 
now  a  forlorn  and  insulated  being,  utterly  in- 
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sensible  both  to  all  the  tender  c&ces  of  his  kin¬ 
dred, and  the  increasing  gloriesof  his  subjects — ♦ 
a  wretched  remnant  only  of  his  former  self,  and 
the  mere  shadow  of  Majesty — the  sad  reflection 
would  have  inflicted  on  his  sensibility  the  most 
agonizing  pangs  ! 

If,  indeed,  amidst  these  accumulated  woes, 
the  vigour  of  his  intellects  had  been  sound, 
then  that  holy  Volume,  which  once  had  been 
the  constant  theme  of  his  private  meditations* 
would  have  offered  an  alleviation  to  his  distress; 
but,  alas !  amidst  the  ruins  of  memory,  and 
the  chaos  of  a  disordered  intellect,  it  was  not 
so  ! — although  he  retained,  even  then,  a  faith¬ 
ful  recollection  of  the  hallowed  character  of  the 
Bible — although  it  is  even  said  to  have  been  the 
frequent  companion  of  his  bewildered  walks  *, 
yet  he  felt  not  (it  was  impossible  that  he  could 
feel)  all  the  convincing  force  of  its  arguments, 
or  all  the  healing  influence  of  its  blessed  con¬ 
solations  ! 


*  Whatever  foundation  there  may  be  for  the  report,  it  is 
said  that,  since  His  Majesty’s  retirement  from  the  cares 
of  Government,  in  consequence  of  his  afflictions,  he  has 
been  frequently  seen  walking  on  Windsor  Terrace  with 
a  book  of  considerable  thickness  in  his  hand,  on  which 
he  seemed  to  be  earnestly  intent,  and,  which  afterwards 
appeared  to  be  the  Bible. 
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Perhaps,  then,  it  was  in  Mercy,  that  the 
days  of  his  intellectual  darkness  preceded  those 
of  his  affliction  ;  for  so  he  has  been  spared  the 
ao-nny  of  losing  the  most  favourite  child  of  his 
affections,  and  the  fondest  object  of  his  subjects’ 
hopes.— Perhaps  it  was  in  Mercy,— for  so  he 
has  escaped  the  pangs  of  separation  from  the 
wife  of  bis  bosom  and  the  mother  of  his  chil¬ 
dren'— they  were  taken  from  him,  but  he 
missed  them  not ’-Perhaps  it  was  in  Mercy  } 

_ for  so  he  has  not  lived  to  see  that  day,  one 

of  the  blackest  on  the  records  of  British  ilisr 
torv,-when  Atheism  and  Disloyalty  reared 
their  impious  heads,  mocked  at  the  Majesty  of 
his  Throne,  strove  to  undermine  the  venerable 
fabric  of  our  Constitution,  and  bade  defiance 

to  the  Name  of  Christ! 

O my  brethren,  what  a  moment  of  awtul 
suspense  was  that  to  the  feelings  of  every  servant 
of  God  and  every  lover  Ins  Country  ;  w  ,en 
all  that  was  dear  to  him  on  Earth— all  that  was 

sacred  to  Heaven-Property-Kindred-Life 

_ _ Liberty — Religion— all  seemed,  as  u  we-, 

suspended  by  a  single  thread  over  the  gu'f  of 
irreparable  ruin  !  L  was  a  moment  of  disgrace 
to  the  Annals  of  England,  more  foul  than 
would  have  been  the  most  dishonourable  defeat 
to  her  Arms,  or  the  most  servile  and  degrading 
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Peace  with  a  victorious  Enemy  ! — it  stands  re¬ 
corded,  in  the  blackest  characters,  on  a  never- 
to-be-blotted  out  page  in  her  late  unsullied 
Annals  unsullied  by  any  act  of  equal  turpi¬ 
tude,  during  more  than  a  century  and  a  half, 
since  that  ill-omened  hour  m  which  she  steeped 
her  murderous  hands  in  the  sacred  blood  of 
Loyalty  *.  Alas  !  it  would  seem  as  if  the  same 
fiends  of  darkness  who  perpetrated  that  crime 
“  of  deepest  dye,”  had  been  mysteriously  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  on  earth  in  our  days,  to  spread 
amongst  us  the  infectious  pestilence  of  Rebel¬ 
lion  against  the  high  Majesty  both  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  as  a  punishment  for  our  “  cryino- 
sms!”  But  although  He,  of  whom  we  are 
speaking,  has  been  in  Mercy  spared  these 
pangs,  yet  has  he  been  reduced  to  one  of  the 
most  deplorable  conditions  to  which  human 
natuie  is  liable,  and  from  which  not  even  Re* 
gal  grandeur  is  exempt.  For  many  long  and 
tedious  years  he  has  partaken  neither  of  the 
joys  nor  the  affections  of  his  kindred  or  his 
people.  “  To  him,”  says  an  elegant  writer, 
in  allusion  to  his  misfortunes,  “there  has  been, 

“  durlng  that  sad  interval,  neither  sun,  nor 
“  moon,  nor  kingdom,  nor  wife,  nor  children. 


*  Charles  the  First  wa3  beheaded  in  the  year  1 648. 
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“  nor  subjects.  The  little  world  in  which  he 
“  has  so  long  dwelt,  is  a  solitude  peopled  only 
by  imagination  ;  but  its  inhabitants  are  not 
“  those  which  haunt  a  guilty  mind,  even  when 
“  Reason  is  not  overthrown — the  pure  spirits  of 
“  those  whom  most  he  loved,  have  gone  before 
“  to  minister  peace  to  him  in  his  hermit  hours 
“  on  Earth,  and  to  give  him  a  foretaste  of  that 
“  bliss  to  which,  ere  this,  he  has  no  doubt 
“  been  called  1  And,  in  the  midst  of  our  afflie- 
“  tion  for  his  loss,  some  beam  of  consolation 
“  may  dawn  upon  us  when  we  reflect,  that  the 
“  loss  to  us  was,  in  his  desolate  condition,  a 
“  blessing  to  him  ;  and  that,  on  the  wings  of 
“  the  same  pure  spirits,  his  has  been  carried  to 
“  those  Regions  of  Peace,  where  all  his  sorrows 
“  have  been  forgotten,  and  all  the  agony  of  his 
“  wounds  has  been  hushed  on  the  bosom  of  his 
“  Maker !” 

So  far,  my  brethren,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
pay  some  tribute,  imperfect  as  it  has  been,  to 
the  merits  and  the  memory  of  our  departed  So¬ 
vereign.  It  has  not  been  in  the  language  of 
flattery — flattery  descends  not  into  the  man¬ 
sions  of  the  dead,  nor  do  the  dead  hear  it ; — 
the  tribute  has  not  been  offered  to  the  splendid 
trappings  of  Royalty,  but  to  the  substantial 
merits  of  exalted  virtue.  It  is  not  always  that 
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the  great  can  be  ranked,  without  partiality, 
among  the  good  :  the  more  illustrious  the  rank 
of  the  individual,  the  greater  is  his  exposure  to 
the  dangers  of  temptation,  and  therefore  the 
more  meritorious  are  his  good  qualities  ;  and 
the  crown  of  virtue  always  appears  to  shed  the 
brightest  lustre,  when  encircled  by  the  rays 
of  Majesty  1 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  endeavour  to 
deduce  from  the  instructive  memoirs  which 
have  been  here  faintly  sketched,  some  useful 
lessons  for  our  own  improvement.  A  more 
instructive  history  than  that  which  we  have  just 
considered,  could  hardly  have  been  set  before 
us.  The  first  and  most  obvious  inference  to. 
which  it  invites  our  reflection,  is  that  the 
paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave  !”«*— that 
even  the  hand  which  wields  the  sceptre,  and 
the  head  which  wears  the  diadem,  must  moul¬ 
der  alike,  and  drop  into  that  grave  which  is 
common  to  us  a;l — to  the  high  and  to  the  low 
• — to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor — to  the  happy 
and  to  the  miserable  ; — into  that  grave  where 
we  shall  both  forget  the  pomps  and  vanities  of 
the  world  which  we  have  left  behind,  and  be 
released  from  all  its  o  res  and  disquietudes. 

i  he  nex  lesson  which  this  history  parties 
larly  conve)s1  is  the  mystcriousness  of  the  ways 
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of  Providence- — God  thinks  not  as  Ilis  CiCa- 
tures  think :  He  knows  best  for  what  good  pur¬ 
pose  it  was  that  lie  was  pleased  so  heavily  to 
afflict,  in  his  latter  days,  one  of  his  chosen  and 
faithful  Vicegerents  on  Earth,  beloved  by  his 
family,  and  adored  by  his  people— to  afflict 
him  just  at  that  critical  moment  when  the 
occurrences  of  an  eventful  Reign,  and  the  dis¬ 
asters  of  a  long  protracted  war,  were  hastening 
to  a  happy  close ; — -when  he  would  have  had 
the  gratification  (if  he  had  not  been  destined, 
like  Moses,  just  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  pro¬ 
mised  land,  and  then  to  dif),  of  seeing  the  sa¬ 
cred  Tree  of  Liberty  planted  by  the  hands  of 
His  brave  subjects,  in  the  soil  of  every  King¬ 
dom  in  Europe — of  seeing  it  spread  around  its 
luxuriant  branches  over  the  ruins  of  vanquished 
Tyranny,  laden  with  the  fairest  fruits  of  Peace 
and  Plenty,  of  Virtue  and  Religion !— all  of 
them  th®  blessings  which  Ills  favoured  subjects 
(the  agents  of  a  God  of  never-sleeping  Justice) 
bad  been  graciously  singled  out  to  besiow  on 
suffering  millions !-r— ' Why  it  was  that  this  mys¬ 
terious  decree  was  is-ued  from  the  Courts  of 
Heaven,  can  onlj  be  known  to  the  Most  High, 
such  things  are  beyond  our  comprehension ! 
All  that  we  can  do  is  to  look  on,  to  wonder, 
and  to  adore  !  ihey  have  happened,  howerei. 


for  our  instruction,— and  to  that  object  let  us 
proceed. — 

The  next  point  in  which  the  incidents  of  this 
Reign  offer  us  religious  instruction,  is  this: — • 
they  teach  us,  that  not  only  the  wicked,  but 
the  good,  likewise,  are  often  visited  by  the  hand 
of  (.’od,  with  the  severest  afflictions  which  hu- 
i.'an  nature  can  endure.  Ihey  therefore  teach 
us  that  lesson  of  resignation  which  is  best 
learned  in  the  school  of  adversity.  When, 
therefore,  the  phials  of  God’s  wrath  seem  to  be 
poured  out  against  us,  let  us  not  say,  the  Lord 
has  forgotten  us — the  Lord  has  been  unjust  to 
Ins  servants  ; — ;r  we  have  done  aught  amiss,  let 
us  consider  that  our  affliction  is  nothing  more 
than  i he  natural  effect  of  God’s  Justice, — and 
fetus  hold  in  mind,  that  in  the  midst  of  Judg¬ 
ment  he  will  still  remember  Mercy,  if  we  ask 
it  m  prayer,  with  penitence  and  with  faith.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  our  conscience  flatter  us  that 
we  deserve  not  his  anger,  then  let  it  be  our 
consolation  that  God  is  proving  us  for  accept¬ 
ance — “  for  whom  he  loveth,  he  chastenefh, 
and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth.” 
We  all  came  into  this  world  for  the  express 
purpose  of  submitting  to  trial,  and  of  being 
acquainted  with  tribulation,  in  order  that, 
through  tribulation,  we  might  work  out  our 
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reward  and  enter  into  glory.  If,  therefore,  we 
suffer  not  tribulation  on  Earth  in  some  form  or 
oilier ;  if  the  stream  of  our  years  glide  on  with¬ 
out  any  material  obstacle  to  ruffle  the  smooth¬ 
ness  ol  its  surface,  well  may  we  suspect  that 
we  are  not  among  the  most  favoured  objects  of 
God’s  approbation  ;  for  Ins  trials  are  blessings, 

and  many  among  the  greatly  afflicted  are  his 
chosen. 

io  His  will,  then,  let  us  bow  :  to  his  decrees 
let  us  submit  ! 

f  he  next  point  which  the  present  subject  is 
calculated  to  press  on  your  attention,  is  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  our  long  retaining  our  dearest  con¬ 
nexions.  To-day,  some  object  of  our  affec¬ 
tion  sits  at  our  table,  joins  in  our  amusements, 

and  gives  a  zest  to  our  choicest  blessings; _ to- 

morrow,  he  is  taken  from  us,  perhaps  before  we 
have  had  time  to  hid  him  a  last  farewell,  to 
ask  forgiveness  where  we  have  given  him 
offence,  or  to  make  our  peace  with  him  before 
he  leaves  this  world  for  ever! — Many  are  the 
maxims  of  Christian  duty,  founded  on  this  me  ■ 
lancholy  and  common  fact,  which,  if  time  per¬ 
mitted,  I  could  urge  upon  your  reflections 
but  I  will  endeavour  to  sum  up  the  substance 
of  them  all  in  one  salutary  admonition:— 
ramful  as  the  task  may  be,  and  however  dilfi- 
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cult  of  performance,  yet  let  us  beware  never  to 
fix  our  affections  so  strongly  on  any  earthly 
object,  as  not  to  be  willing  to  resign  it  whenever 
He  from  whom  we  received  it,  as  “Mercy a 
loan,”  shall,  for  purposes  best  known  to  Him*- 
self,  require  it  at  our  hands.  Let  us  remember 
that  it  was  “  the  Lord”  that  “  gave,”  and  if  it 
hath  pleased  Him  to  “  take  away,”  let  us,  with 
thankful  resignation,  be  ready  to  exclaim, 

«  blessed  be  the  name  ot  the  Lord  !” 

A  further  inference  from  the  history  before 
us,  which  1  propose  to  make  subservient  to  our 
improvement,  is  that  which  seems  to  e  tie 
most  striking  feature  of  my  text,  It  a  man 

live  many  years,  and  rejoice  in  them  all,  yet 
let  him  remember  the  days  of  darkness,  for 

they”  also  “  shall  be  many  1” 

My  brethren,  however  blest  be  our  lot,  let  us 
never  calculate  on  the  continued  sunshine  of 
prosperity.  The  vicissitudes  of  human  life  are 
like  the  sudden  changes  in  the  natural  worlo- 
the  security  of  the  calm  is  often  succeeded  by 
the  death-fraught  dangers  of  the  tempest ; 
and  the  earth  has  been  known  to  open  its  vast 
abyss,  and  to  swallow  thousands,  without  giv¬ 
ing  a  moment’s  notice,  either  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  ol  life,  or  for  preparation  for  Lterm}- 
If,  then,  the  years  of  our  life  be  many-if 


thev  be  crowned  with  prosperity,  let  us,  in  the 
midst  of  our  pleasures,  and  the  brightness  of 
tiiose  happy  moments,  remember  the  hours  of 
darkness,  for  they  also  shall  be  many.  In  the 
summer  of  our  being,  let  us  lay  up  a  stock  ot 
spiritual  provision  against  that  winter  which 
must  eventually  follow.  Let  us,  in  the  first 
place,  anticipate  adversity, — not  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  poison  our  minds  against  the  blessings 
of  our  lot,  or  to  make  us  unqualified  to  enjoy 
them,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  prepared 
to  meet  affliction  in  any  form  in  whichit  maybe 
the  will  of  God  to  send  it  to  us.  Whilst,  there¬ 
fore,  we  look  up  to  Heaven  with  an  eye  beam¬ 
ing  with  gratitude  for  every  blessing  which  it 
is  pleased  to  bestow  on  us,  whilst  vve  revel  in 
the  delights  which  it  has  granted,  to  console  us 
as  it  were,  for  our  mortal  trials,  and  to  give  us 
a  foretaste  of  greater  blessings  hereafter,  let  us 
beware  how  we  allow  our  affections  to  he  en¬ 
grossed  too  much  with  the  prosperity  of  to¬ 
day.  The 'departing  Sun,  which  at  evening 
leaves  us  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  that  our 
heart  could  wish — so  wildly  happy  that,  in  the 
frailty  of  our  nature,  we  look  on  Earth  as 
Paradise,  and  would  hardly  exchange  its  fleet- 
ing  joys  even  for  the  blessedness  of  Heaven — 
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that  Sun  may  rise  to-morrow  on  the  disap¬ 
pointment  of  our  fondest  hopes,  and  the  wreck 
of  all  our  fancied  bliss  ! 

Lastly — the  whole  sum  of  our  duty,  as  im¬ 
plied  hy  the  subject  which  we  have  just  consi¬ 
dered,  is  this  : — to  allow  no  conspicuous  exam¬ 
ple  set  by  the  Good  who  have  gone  before  us,  to 
occur  without  some  pious  resolution  on  our 
parts  to  follow  their  steps — without  some  fer¬ 
vent  prayer  to  Almighty  God  to  sanctify  our 
endeavours  with  his  blessing,  and  to  crown 
them  with  success  :  so  shall  we  pass  through  the 
eventful  trials  of  1 1 sis  troublesome  world  with 
holy  confidence,  and  whensoever  our  Lord  may 
be  pleased  to  call  us  from  it,  whether  it  be  “  at 
the  first  watch,  or  at  the  second  watch,  at  mid¬ 
night,  or  in  the  morning, ”  we  shall  hear  the 
summons  of  “  the  Archangel’s  Trump,”  as 
“  Tidings  of  great  Joy,”— and  having  thus  sin¬ 
cerely  endeavoured  to  imitate  “  the  life  of  the 
righteous,”  we  shall  be  consoled  in  our  expiring 
moments  with  the  blessed  expectation,  that 
“  our  last  end  shall  be  like  his  \’K  We  shall  be 
cheered  by  the  soothing  reflection,  that  although 
the  Sun  of  our  happiness  may  have  been  ob¬ 
scured,  now  and  then,  by  the  passing  clouds  ©f 
adversity,  yet,  like  that  of  our  departed  Save- 
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reign,  it  shall  set  at  the  last  in  honour,  among 
those  whom  we  shall  leave  behind  us,  and  shall 
rise  again  amidst  ihe  plaudits  of  assenib'ad 
Angels,  with  increased  radiance  and  redoubled 
glory. 


